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PECULIARITIES OF THE TACTICS OF CRIME SCENE EXAMINATION AT 

INVESTIGATION OF LARCENIES COMMITTED ON RAIL ROAD BY ORGANIZED 
CRIMINAL GROUPS 
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candidate of law sciences, 
Associate Professor of the department of professional and special subjects, 

(Kherson Faculty of Odessa State University of Internal Affairs,  
Kherson, Ukraine) 

 
The article is devoted to analysis of peculiarities of tactics of crime scene examination at 

investigation of larcenies on rail road committed by organized criminal groups. Based on the 
analyses of archival criminal cases as well as on results of investigators’ interviews, there were 
defined main errors in their organization and conduct at the crime scene examination in the 
analyzed category of crimes. The article proposes the ways of their rectification by 
enhancement of certain tactic elements, especially by combining examination and version-
making process, optimization of interaction between investigator, specialist in crime detection 
and fieldofficers at the crime scene.  

The article draws a particular attention to the necessity of timely crime scene examination 
for this category of crime, because its postponement might result in the change of scene, 
irrecoverable loss of evidence and other vestiges of crime that substantially complicates the 
investigation. The article determines that the highest effectiveness is accomplished, if a 
specialized field investigative group works at the crime scene. As the rule investigation of 
crime scene in cargo larcenies committed on the rail road by organized criminal groups is 
conducted twice. Boundaries of crime scene examination may be widened, and examination 
may be conducted in order by separate sites. 

Optimized interaction between investigator and other participants of investigative team 
has a great significance in accomplishing goals and performing tasks at crime scene 
examination. The task of evidence collection at the crime scene examination must be organized 
in such a way, that the search and ejection of certain evidence would not result in elimination 
or damaging to the others. 

Analysis of the reports from the crime scene examination at investigation of larcenies on 
rail road committed by organized criminal groups identified the following substantial error – 
investigator and specialist in crime detection do not always secure individualization of the 
objects collected at this investigative action. At the crime scene examination as the result of 
analysis of circumstances, determination of objects of criminal perpetration, modus operandi 
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of crime, vestiges of crime left at the scene and other factual information on circumstances of 
the occasion, also taking into consideration the result of the search action the version on group 
organized character of a crime must emerge. Proposed version permits to simulate occasion of 
the crime committed and reconstruct it with the aim of acquiring new facts of evidential and 
orientation significance or detection of certain discrepancies. 

The article proves that crime scene examination may be a source of acquiring more 
significant information. At the crime scene examination an investigator may with sufficient 
certainty define not only physical (somatic), but also moral and psychological features of the 
criminals. 

Key words: crime scene examination, larceny, rail road transport, tactics, versions, 
evidence. 
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